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The Automatics

The Automatics are the church
goers who accept and obey what
ever they ‘re told and tau
approach gospel topics v
monolithic attitude of compliance.
without question. If Russell Nel
son or any of the church’s proph-
ets says it, it must be God'’s truth
If apostle Jeffrey Holland says to
pull out the metaphorical mus
kets, then, in the name of Moses,
they're going to pull out the mus-
kets_ If they read something in the
Bible — New or Old Testament -
or the Book of Mormon or the Doc
trine and Covenants or the Pearl
of Great Price or even in a church
magazine, they glom onto it like a
Plott Hound on a pound of porter.
house. If the Good Book says Noah
gathered every species of every
creature, two by two, and loaded
them into a boat for 40 days and
40 nights of r: d flooding,
that's exactly how it went down
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That means they crave ortho-
doxy. They hold to the iron rod in
the same manner Grandma and
Grandpa did 50 ye: They
like church stuff done the way

hey've always been done. These
are the people who thought the
shift from a three-hour meeting
block on Sunday to two hours was
an example of radical change, and
when BYU started selling Coke
and Diet Coke on campus, they ac-
cepted it as the Almighty’s will be-
cause, well, that's what they do, but
it was an adjustment. They want
gospel teachings kept simple, un-
questioned and unchallenged
They want Sunday school classes
to focus on pure doctrine and only
pure doctrine.

They are the kind who favor a
Dallin Oaks sermon over a Diet-
er Uchtdorf talk but will embrace
both because neither leader would
ever be allowed 10 lead the church
or its members astray

The main problem with this
group — and maybe with all three
groups — is that they often are
convinced that every Latter-day
Saint should believe the same way
they believe, that automatic ac-
ceptance and obedience are more
righteous. more worthy, more of
what God wants. They thus judge
those who pursue and maintain
their faith differently

The Contemplatives

The Contemplatives go about

their worship, like the label im
plies, with all sorts of thoughts
banging around inside their nog-
gins. They believe. They're con-
verted. They're committed. That
belief, that conversion, that com-
mitment. though. sometimes slide
abit. They hunger for tidbits that
grow their faith, but what they
relish more than anything isn't
the established church party line.
It’s something even deeper: truth.

These types ask questions, a lot
of questions, that make the Au-
tomatics nervous. They wonder
about the Old Testament story of
Abrahain hauling his son Isaac
off to an isolated spot, where he
could burn him to death because
that’s what God asked him to do,
stopping at the last moment, as it
turned out, because it was all just
atest. They want to explore gos-
pel teachings in and out of Sun-
day meetings. They want discus-
sion — to see how principles of
faith can be pragmatically applied
to their lives. They wonder about
church practices and doctrines
of the past, things like polygamy
and the priesthood/temple ban
on Black members. They question
practices and doctrines of the
present, like how they can better
understand, connect with and,
yes, accept their LGBTQ broth-
ers and sisters and keep them
in the fold. They read the family
proclamation and love parts of it
and are troubled by other parts.
They thirst to hear and embrace
the word of God but also ask why
women aren’t treated equally in
the church, why leaders of wom-
en's organizations can't sit on the
stand during Sunday meetings.
and why so few women speak at
General Conference.

They wonder why church lead-
ers hoist up the blessing of agency
but then hammer the importance
of members, especially wom-
en. wearing temple garments.
They wonder about the afterlife

{Contemplatives]
wender about the
afterlife doctrine
regarding the
three degrees of
glory, how that
will work out for
their family and
friends who follow
a different faith
path, or no path, in
this life.”

doctrine regarding the three de-
grees of glory, how that will work
out for their family and friends
who follow a different faith path,
or no path, in this life. Will they
be trapped in a certain kingdom
separate from loved ones because
of their actions here or will there
be eternal progression for every-
one?

They ponder these things in
and along their faith journey be-
cause they are significant to them
and because church doctrines stir
in them these kinds of thoughts.
They believe God wants them to
think things through, to use their
cognitive processes in conjunc-
tion with the force of faith to live
complete lives, here and in the
hereafter. They want it to make
sense. They believe and trust in
Jesus Christ, rely on him and his
Atonement, in the same way the
Automatics do, and are grate-
ful for the faith they have found.
Mostly, they allow their faith to
bridge the gaps along their way.

This group sometimes looks

want their faith questioned sim-
ply because they ask questions.

The Suspicious

The Suspicious are those who
are barely hanging on and, in
some cases, are headed out. It’s
not so much that they have lost
their faith in God: it's that they've
lost their faith in the church. Un-
like the way they are branded by
some churchgoers, they aren’t
searching for the easy way out, for
a life of wild and raucous living,
and they aren't slipping away be-
cause they're not strong

to stay in either of the first two
groups. It’s because they -
ger have a deep belief in what the
church teaches and how it teach-
esit,or,ina ive sonse,
because of what they’ve seen,
heard and experienced among
humans in the faith.

Many in this group don’t hate
the church; some don't leave it.
Some go to church because oth-
er family members go, and they
donimmmm-enﬁnmmg
their loved ones who still are fer-
vent in their faith. They're either
along for the ride because it’s
convenient, because it's advan-
tageous in their work and social
settings, or because, deep down,
there's a part of them that hopes
there might be some truth in it.
Some have all but left the build-
ing because, after so many years
of holding on despite their doubts,
they really suspect it's bogus.

Ideally, there’s room in the
church for the Automatics, the
Contemplatives and the Suspi-
cious, for everybody with at least
a particle of faith. We can all get
along. With God’s good grac-
es reaching out, that's the way it
should be.

Could the rise of America’s nonreligious
be over? That depends on who you ask.

New data suggests a three-vear slowdown in the
growth of the “nones” — those who profess no religious
ties — but experts disagree on what it means.

By TAMARRA KEMSLEY

The seasons changed. The Utsh
Jazz broke fans’ hearts. And the
number of Americans cutting

So it went. as inevitable as rush
hour traffic on Interstate 15, for
30 years.

Summer still follows spring

and the Utah Jazz are still “re-

building.” but 2 massive damp of
new data on refigion in America
suggests that the fastest-growing
religious group from 1991 to 2021
may have run out of gas. st least
for now.

This was the conclusion that

Ryan Burge, associate
of political science at Eastern 1I-
linois University, came to after
combing through the findings of
Harvard University’s 2023 Coop-
erative Election Survey (CES).
The report, released this
month and based on more than
24,500 'S mati ide,
prompted the stats-loving
to declare in his latest newslet-
ter: “Tt has become crystal clear
to me now: The share of nonreli-
ing in any meaningful way.”

responses from more
than 3300 participants, the report
found that most in this group be-
lieve in Ged or some higher pow-
r but reject the conoepts of heaven




